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SALIENT project kicks off 
EU-FUNDED INITIATIVE SEEKS TO DEVELOP NOVEL, LIGHTWEIGHT VEHICLE STRUCTURES 

THAT ARE SAFER, CIRCULAR AND LIGHTER. THE PROJECT CONTRIBUTES TO A NEW 

GENERATION OF FRONT-END STRUCTURES (FES) WHICH AUTOMATICALLY DETECT & 

ACCOMMODATE TO DIFFERENT CRASH SCENARIOS. 

10 OCTOBER 2022 

 

Bax & Company are pleased to announce the launch of the EU-funded Research and Innovation Action 
(RIA) SALIENT, which is synonymous for “Novel Concepts for Safer, Lighter, Circular and Smarter 
Vehicle Structure Design for Enhanced Crashworthiness and Higher Compatibility”. 
The EUR 4 Mio. project is funded under the EU’s Horizon Europe programme for research and 
innovation (EUR 3,258,946.25 under Grant Agreement Number 101069600), as well as under the UK’s 
Research & Innovation (UKRI) fund (EUR 739,611.25 under Horizon Europe Guarantee Number 
10047227). 

The SALIENT consortium is led by the Automotive Technology Centre of Galicia (CTAG), Spain as 
general coordinator and the University of Northumbria at Newcastle, United Kingdom as scientific 
coordinator. The 36-month project will run from September 2022 until August 2025 and focuses on 
proposing and validating lightweight, adaptive and sustainable structural vehicle design concepts with a 
safer and more sustainable lifespan and a more adaptive FES design. SALIENT groups 12 consortium 
partners across 7 countries (Spain, Italy, Germany, Austria, Turkey, Estonia and the United Kingdom). 

SALIENT will present novel structural and vehicle FES (Front End Structure) concepts that are safer, 
lighter, circular and even smart, which can be adapted in order to improve crashworthiness in different 
crash scenarios. It will consider relevantfactors for vehicle design, including the analysis of crash 
scenarios including the simulation of collisions in mixed traffic and compatibility context, the development 
of better adapted materials and improved manufacturing techniques and validation, will be considered 
throughout all steps. This will also take into account socio-economic challenges, increasing levels of 
automation and heavy weight vehicles sharing the road. As a goal, SALIENT tackles four main aspects 
to improve vehicle design: i) safety, ii) weight, iii) circularity, and iv) adaptability (smart concepts). 

The project aims to improve a reference vehicle with significant reductions in terms of weightmax. 
196kg), energy consumption (-1.84 kWh/100km) and CO2 emissions (max. 790g/100km). Furthermore, 
the costs and energy required for vehicle production would be rendered more economical and 
sustainable as well: cost for raw materials to be reduced by up to a 22% and time for manufacturing and 
scrap rates by up to a 20%. 

The very first consortium meeting to inaugurate the project took place on 20-21 September 2022 at the 
CTAG headquarters in O Porriño, Spain; it offered a first opportunity for the project partners to set an 
ambitious work plan for the immediate next 12 months as well as an outline of the entire body of work to 
be performed during the project’s lifespan. 

Bax & Company: Will be responsible for the exploitation of results and innovation management, 
exploitation, and IPR; liaising and clustering activities. Whilst also participating in the development of an 
LCA of all technological outputs in the project, to ensure the circularity of all solutions proposed. 
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Find out more at http://salient-project.eu/ and subscribe to the quarterly project newsletter & media 
channels on LinkedIn and Twitter.  

 

Attendees of the SALIENT Project Kick-Off Meeting in O Porriño (Spain) at the offices of CTAG (Project Coordinator) on 21 September 2022. 

http://salient-project.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/salient-project/?viewAsMember=true
https://twitter.com/SALIENT_EU

